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CHAPTER XXIV
AFGHANISTAN,   SOUTH  AFRICA,  AND  IRELAND
(1878-1880)
IT is the fashion to deny that history ever repeats itself. Such
denials are confronted with an awkward illustration in Afghanistan.
The story to be disclosed in this chapter repeats with singular pre-
cision the experience of the preceding generation. With one char-
acteristic and suggestive difference. The intertwining of events in
Europe and Asia is much more intricate than was the case forty
years earlier.
On the day when the diplomatists met in Congress at Berlin The
(June 13th, 1878) the Amir of Afghanistan learnt at Kabul that
Russian mission was on its way to his capital    A week after Lord to K&bul
Beaconsfield returned to London bringing back " Peace with Honour "
from Berlin, General Stohetoff in command of the Russian mission
reached Kabul, and was received with every possible mark of dis-
tinction by Sher All (July 22nd).1
English diplomacy had headed off Russia from the Dardanelles ;
was Russian diplomacy going to take its revenge on the Khaibar ?
The disastrous events of the early " forties " had made, naturally Anglo-
enough, a profound impression upon British policy in India.
Successive Governments had pursued since then a consistent policy
of " masterly inactivity " in Central Asia. Russia employed the
opportunity for steady though stealthy advance. Dost Muhammad
did not understand the policy of " masterly inactivity ". Again and
again he pressed Sir John Lawrence (1863-1869) to take under the
protection of the British Government his designated heir Sher Ali.
Lawrence persistently declined to interfere in the domestic politics
of Afghanistan. By 1868, however, Sher Ali, without British
assistance, had made himself master of his brethren and of the wild
tribes who had owned his father's sway. Lawrence, thereupon,
recognized the de facto ruler and sent him a congratulatory message
and a present of money and arms. The Amir did not fail to perceive
that these compliments coincided with the capture of Smarkand
by Russia (1868). The Russian advance in Central Asia was now
giving some uneasiness to Great Britain, and in January, 1873,
the frontiers between the two Powers in Asia were formally denned
by Treaty. The ink was hardly dry upon the Treaty when the
news arrived that Russia had occupied Khiva (June, 1873). Count
Schuvaloff assured the British Government that the occupation was
a purely temporary expedient; but the moment of evacuation has
not yet arrived. At Khiva Russia was within 400 miles of the North-
Western frontier of British India. By this time Lawrence had given
1 Roberts, forty-one Years, u* 110.